RTAAF NEWSLETTER

The RT Autism Awareness Foundation is an organizati  on
devoted to making people aware of autism and the ef  fects
it has on children and their families.

The Foundation aims to enhance the quality of life for
children with autism and their families through sup port,
advocacy, awareness and education.

Greetings!

| am excited to announce that Brad Trahan
has accepted the position of Executive
Director of the RT Autism Awareness
Foundation. As many of you know, Brad
and his wife Joanie founded this
organization. Brad has dedicated many
hours over the years to promote the
RTAAF, and is completely committed to
our cause. | can think of no one better to
help this foundation prosper as we move
into the future.

2007 was a challenging year for all
involved with RT Autism Awareness
Foundation. The blow that our
organization was dealt in July was of such
magnitude that most organizations could
not have overcome it. Because of the
dedication of the RTAAF Board of
Directors and the commitment of the
Trahan family, we were able to turn a
negative situation into a positive one. We
are now more determined than ever to help
families face the challenges of autism.

The RTAAF could not function as an
organization without the help of our
volunteers, and we truly appreciate all their
time and efforts. Our volunteers make a
difference in the lives of many families and
we hope to have them with us again in
2008!

Craig D. Oslund,
President

Last year on March 31, Pudge, a young Black Labrador
Service Dog became a part of the Trahan family. Pudge is
a service dog for Reece Trahan, but he has become much
more to the whole family. He has helped the Trahan’s
enjoy doing things outside the home more frequently and
also given Reece comfort at night so that he and the rest of
the family are able to get a good, solid night’s sleep. Since
Pudge came to the Trahan’s, the whole family has focused
on getting comfortable and consistent in applying the
training techniques and commands that Brad learned
during his week of intensive training in Kitchener, Ontario.

Reece attends Jefferson Elementary School in Rochester,
MN, and is part of the autism program there. On Monday,
February 25, 2008, Pudge was introduced to the students
and staff at an assembly. Pudge will attend classes with
Reece and be part of Reece’s routine at school. He will
also help keep Reece calm and more focused, which in
turn will help him learn.



Reece’s parents, Brad and Joanie Trahan worked very
closely with the Rochester School District to facilitate an
easy transition for Pudge to become part of the school
system. The National Service Dogs Organization in
Canada has approved only one dog trained especially to
help children/people with Autism in the United States, and
that dog is Pudge.

More information about National Service Dogs is available
at http://www.nsd.on.ca .

The Minnesota Vikings Organization allowed the RTAAF to
be one of only four organizations to raise money outside
the Metrodome before and after the Minnesota Vikings vs.
San Diego Chargers game on November 4, 2007. It was a
great honor for the Foundation to be there. Again, we
thank Brian Russell, Heath Farwell and Brad Madson for
their endless work to make a strong case for the RTAAF to
owner Zygi Wilf. We chartered a bus to take people up to
the game in the Twin Cities.

The RTAAF was featured on the JumboTron and RTAAF
and Viking Heath Farwell issued some pre-recorded
announcements about autism. We raised close to $2,500.
Our success in raising money was greatly due to the many
wonderful volunteers and Event Coordinator, Jamie
Marlborough. We appreciate the time and effort they put
into this for the RTAAF

Project Lifesaver continues to be a great success. ltis fully
implemented in Olmsted County and the RTAAF would like
to implement it in nine counties surrounding Olmsted.

Individual start-up cost for the first year is $405. Donations
for Project Lifesaver are GREATLY appreciated and
needed.

At present we have close to 40 individuals on the system.
Contact us at rtautism@yahoo.com or get more
information at www.RTAutismAwareness.org

As of Jan. 22/08

- 175 students identified with Autism Spectrum

Disorders

- 140 students receive services in their neighborho  od
schools and are in regular education settings

- 34 students are in the Intensive Autism Programs and
receive more than 60% of their education in an

intensive program (they also participate in the reg ular
class setting as much as possible)

The Hiawatha Homes Foundation 2008 Festival of Trees
was held on November 20-25, 2007. RTAAF Board
Members and volunteers decorated and donated a tree
designed around the theme of hope, faith and love, hence
the title of our tree “Hope, Faith and Love”. It was on
display at the Mayo Civic Center Exhibit Hall. Thank you to
all who stopped by the festival to see the more than 100
trees on display, especially the RTAAF tree.
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